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VENTURA SIERRA CLUB

EAVESDROPS
 “Clean energy is the 
preferred choice for 
communities across California 
and the people in Oxnard 
have set a trend for how the 
state looks at building our 
energy future.”
 ~ Evan Gillespie, Deputy 
Western Director with the 
Sierra Club, commenting on 
the rejection of the Puente 
Gas Plant proposal near 
Mandalay Bay in Oxnard, 
capping a 3-year battle.

Smile, our chapter’s a model

Island insights ahoy

Reflect on Goleta win

Santa Barbara Group 
Executive Committee Ballot

(Candidate statements@ http://tinyurl.com/CondorCallOctNov2017)
NOTE: Only members of the SANTA BARBARA GROUP can vote for the candidates below. A 

second column is provided for households with dual memberships who get only one Condor Call.
 You may photocopy or cut this ballot from the Condor Call.

Mail ballot before Dec. 31 to:
Santa Barbara Group, Sierra Club, 

P.O Box 31241, Santa Barbara, CA 93130
Vote for NO MORE THAN 4 (FOUR) people, 
including the write-in option if you wish.

In alphabetical order:                   1st member        2nd member

Robert Bernstein                        _____                 _____

Katie Davis                                 _____                 _____

Alex Pujo                                    _____                 _____

Luz Reyes-Martin                       _____                 _____

Merlie Samonte                          _____                 _____

Write in candidate if desired:   _______________________

Please provide your Sierra Club member ID # (from your Condor Call
mailing label or your membership card)

(Number is only to ensure a valid confidential vote. It will not be tied to your name)

SANTA BARBARA GROUP MEMBERS ONLY VOTE

Jim Hines, Chair 
Los Padres Chapter

Wow, what a year this 
has been, and I am so proud 
of the Los Padres Chapter 
for all of the great work 
each of you have done in 
protecting our great outdoors, 
wildlife, marine environment, 
coastline, keeping dirty 
energy in the ground and 
educating the media, elected 
officials and public.

The four groups which 
make up the Chapter – 
Arguello, Santa Barbara, 
Ventura and Conejo -- have 
done amazing work in their 
respective regions. In fact, 
in September a national staff 
member, Greg Casini, used 
our Los Padres Chapter as an 
example of how chapters can 
work to make a difference.

In 2017 you rallied in 
record numbers to our calls 
to attend rallies, events, 
meetings with elected officials 
and speaking out at hearings. I 
am honored to be your leader 
and have proudly represented 
the Chapter, speaking at close 
to 170 organizations, rallies 
and events locally, elsewhere 
in California and beyond 
to Washington DC to lobby 
Congress and the Trump 
Administration about Sierra 
Club issues.

Your support for the 
Club and our work has been 
overwhelming and all of 
us in Chapter leadership 
are grateful to each of you. 
We would not have made 
great strides without you 
to protect such spectacular 
areas as the Gaviota Coast, 
Channel Islands National 
Marine Sanctuary, Los Padres 
National Forest and Santa 
Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area. 

With your help and with 

The Sierra Club Ventura 
educational series Venture(a) Out 
is a time to rethink our place in 
the environment and why we need 
nature. The next one on Jan. 9 fits 
the bill and is close to home: author 
Ken McAlpine who spent weeks 
alone on our Channel Islands.

“Islands Apart: A Year on the 
Edge of Civilization” is billed as 
“a rumination on what it means 
to be human”, and McAlpine was 
lauded as “a humorous and humble 
guide who takes his contemplation 
of our busy world into unexpected 
places.” 

Author of ten books, Literary 
Travel says “Islands …” is “a 
humorous and wise look at 
contemporary American life—and 

how time spent alone in nature 
can give us a fresh perspective 
and greater clarity about what 
matters most. In this touching and 
surprising book, McAlpine does 
what many of us long to do - slow 
down and take a closer look at this 
one life we have.”

This is also a great time 
to learn and chat with others in 
the club, open to supporters and 
members. Watch for Venture(a) 
Out topics every other month 
through 2018.

The event starts at 5:30pm 
Tuesday, Jan. 9 in the Topping 
Room at EP Foster Library, 651 
E. Main St. · Ventura. Coffee and 
tea provided; and donations are 
appreciated.

coalitions, we stopped an 
unwanted and unneeded power 
plant at Mandalay Beach 
in Oxnard, we increased 
awareness of Community 
Choice Energy, and we 
stopped many bad bills from 
becoming law which would 
have affected our region.

We also led over 300 
outings across our chapter 
region, from short beach 
walks, day long hikes, week 
long backpack and camping 
trips. Part of our mission is 
to get people into the great 
outdoors to enjoy, respect, 
appreciate and learn from our 
environment and have fun 
doing it.

Our very popular 
Wilderness Basic Course had 
the largest class ever in 2017 
and expects to sell out again 
with classes beginning Feb. 7 
(see story pg 1). 

A big Thank You to each 

and every one of you for your 
amazing efforts on behalf of 
the environment. What more 
can you do? Ask friends to join 
and see pg 5 for tips on current 
actions needed.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARGUELLO GROUP MEMBERS ONLY VOTE 
Arguello Group ExCom Ballot 

(No candidate statements available) 
NOTE: Only members of the ARGUELLO GROUP can vote for the candidates below. A second 

column is provided for households with dual memberships who get only one Condor Call.  

Print out this ballot and mail by Dec. 31 to: 
Sierra Club Arguello Group 

c/o PO Box 31241, Santa Barbara CA 93130 
Vote for NO MORE THAN 4 (FOUR), 

(Including write-in option) 
Alpha order   1st member 2nd member 
Rebecca August  _________ _________ 
Janet Blevins   _________ _________ 
Doris Connor   _________ _________ 
Dean Thompson  _________ _________ 
 
Write-in candidate(s)                                                                
Enter your Sierra Club member ID_____________________ 
 
(Number is only to ensure a valid confidential vote; it will NOT be tied to your name) 

Hi Sierra Club,

 The Board of Supervisors 
approved the Eastern Goleta Valley 
Community Plan on a 3-2 vote Nov. 
7 after a long discussion about the 
Coastal Commission’s requirement 
that new private bluff stair cases be 
banned.

Realtors and Hope Ranch 
homeowners were concerned this 
could lead to removal of existing 
bluff stairs, but that is not the case 
…

Thank you to Kate Mullin 
(Sierra Club Group) for showing 
up and providing some great 
testimony! We had 12 speakers 

including Sierra Club, Audubon, 
Environmental Defense Center 
(EDC), SB Urban Creeks Council 
and More Mesa Preservation 
Coalition. The opposition had half 
that many.

 The plan improves habitat 
protection, closes the loophole in the 
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat 
(ESH) Ordinance we identified, and 
considers chaparral an ESH at least 
where it supports rare species and or 
vegetation alliances. All in all, very 
good job, and a good ending to a 10-
year campaign!  

 ~ Brian Trautwein
EDC Environmental Analyst

Group News
The public is welcome to our programs

CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
~ ExCom meets 7pm on 4th Thursday of every month, 

either at the Carpinteria IHOP or by conference call. Email 
Secretary Gerry Ching for the agenda: gching@cox.net

SANTA BARBARA GROUP
 ~ Usually meets at 11:30am on first Monday of the month at 

Union Bank, 15 E. Carrillo St. View the calendar, hikes and issues 
and join the mailing list for the South Coast SB area (Carpinteria 
to Goleta) at:
www.SBSierraClub.org
www.facebook.com/sbsierraclub

ARGUELLO GROUP
NOW ON FACEBOOK; keep in touch with our SB North 

County Group at: http://tinyurl.com/ArguelloGroup
~ General meetings with potluck and programs during most 

months on 3rd Friday at Lompoc Presbyterian Church 1600 E. 
Berkeley Ave. at 7pm; 6pm if a potluck.

~Volunteers needed for hikes and/or issues; your talents could 
make a difference. Call 350-0629 or: RebeccaAugust@mac.com   

VENTURA NETWORK
~ Up-to-date information about the western Ventura County 

group:
http://tinyurl.com/VenturaSierraClubFB

~New MEETUP site for hikes, outings etc:
www.meetup.com/SierraClubVentura

~ Regular meetings 1st Tuesday monthly at REI in Oxnard 
7-8:30pm. Check before attending at:
sierraclubventura@gmail.com

CONEJO GROUP
~ Get all information on this eastern Ventura County Group 

from Hugh Warren, 341-6295 mail@hkwarren.net
 www.sierraclub.org/los-padres/conejo
 www.sierraclub.org/los-padres/conejo/outings

5 vie for 4 SB group seats
Last issue’s (Oct/Nov) ballot for 

the SB Group ExCom was published 
without a PO Box number due to a 
production error. We are reprinting 
the ballot with the correct address 
inside the ballot below. We  apologize 
for this inconvenience. Also, 

the headline over the candidate 
statements was wrong. It should have 
read “5 Vie for 4 SB Group seats”.  
Before voting, you can read those 
statements at this link (on page 3): 
h t t p : / / t i n y u r l . c o m /
CondorCallOctNov2017




