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I was born in Boise, Idaho September 12, 1918, the middle child of three. A 
sister five years older than I and a brother 2 years younger. It was a highly functional 
family and I had a happy and uneventful childhood. 

My future husband, Earl, and I both graduated from Longfellow grade school (as 
did one grandson) and Boise High school., tho I was 2 years ahead of him. My major was 
art I worked and attended part time the College ofldaho in Caldwell. It's now Albertson 
college. My major there was pre-med and my minor art. One of my art teachers, whom I 
greatly admired, moved to Boise to teach at Boise Junior College (now Boise State), so I 
moved back too and enrolled there, still working and attending part time and with the 
same major and minor. I also learned to fly there. We weren't yet in WW2, but our 
government was teaching lots of boys to fly,and 1 girl for every 10 boys in the thinly 
disguised Civilian Pilot Training Program- CPTP. I loved it! 

Earl was going to school there,too and we met again at a football game and began 
dating. He had ajob and a car and didn't seem to be all hands. Also he could talk 
interestingly, so he was a very good date! But then I fell in love with him! This was a 
year or so before Pearl Harbor. I didn't want to get married, but then Pearl Harbor 
happened and he enlisted in the navy and I found I couldn't bear the thOUght of his 
leaving so I did marry him and followed him around the states while he was in training. 
He was in every invasion in the ETO except North Africa in a miserable little LCI, 
which is a keelless ship that runs up on the beach and discharges it's load of infantry. 

This is getting too long. 
In four years he came back. Pretty much unscathed, but we had to get twin beds 

his dreams were so wild and physical for nearly six months. During the day he said he 
was fine and seemed to be. We were very happy and he was so glad to start living his life. 

We had five children in ten years. Big families were the style then. Three girls 
and two boys. All bright and healthy, and raised without any jail time. 

You asked for careers, Martha. Mostly I was just a stay-at-home mom, but when 
I was in school I worked at a beauty shop, the telephone company and American optical. 
When all but the last chick was out on his own or in college, we were in a small town in 
Nevada with very few job oppertunities and I wanted one, so a friend and I went to work 
in the garlic fields It was very hard work but fun, with the illegal aliens. My Spanish was 
Hi school grade but we managed to communicate remarkably well. They were amused 
by us and never did understand why we were working. Earl decided I really did want a 
job, so he hired me and trained me to work in the seed lab running purity and germination 
tests on alfalfa seed . 



When he retired, one of the national seed companies with whom he had treated 
over the years asked him to contract alfalfa seed for them, so he did, In Alberta and 
Saskatchawan, Canada, California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, 
Wyoming, Montana, North and South Dakota and Colorado. We could live anywhere so 
we lived in Idaho, South Dakota, Colorado and then Fresno,Ca .. We would be gone for 
two or three weeks and then home for a week or so. We spent a lot of time going up and 
down the California coast looking for the perfect place to retire and chose Santa Barbara. 
We couldn't afford to buy a house outright here, tho, so we settled on Guadalupe. 

This is still getting too long!! 
Next volenteerism: I was a room mother in my children's school for 10 years, 

sometimes for more than one class. I taught Sunday school and worked with the 
migrants. I have been a blood donor since High School and for the last five years or so, 
donate platelets every three weeks. Is this what you meant? And I was an art gallery 
docent for 10 or 12 years. 

Travel: Beside the U.S. Canada and Mexico. We were in England twice and in 
Europe once. 

My avocation is painting ,I guess, tho I have made some money at it too. I'm 
primaraly a portrait painter, but every four or five paintings is a still life or a landscape. I 
paint with acrylics-God's gift to all painters. 


