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As part of my IB English class curriculum this past fall, we studied a unit specifically 

focused on selected works by Martin Luther King, Jr. Going into the new unit, I felt prepared. 
I’ve known about Dr. King since such an early age and, as someone who’s involved with social 
activism outside of class, Dr. King has always been a big inspiration to me. But as we began 
analyzing and discussing his writings, including his speech “I Have a Dream”, his sermon “I See 
the Promised Land”, and even the letter he wrote to his wife, Coretta, in 1952, I was struck by 
how extensive and deep his vision was, and how little I cracked the surface before. As the 
discussions from English class continued to trickle into my thoughts after school, I found myself 
questioning things I thought I had already understood. For example, we’ve all heard Dr. King’s 
famous saying, “I have a dream”, but how many of us truly know what that dream was? I had 
always assumed it meant “equality for everyone”, but what does that really mean? Racial 
equality? A world where girls and boys of different colored skins can stand hand-in-hand? As 
I’ve learned, the simple answer is: not quite. Dr. King’s dream is much, much more than that. 

 
Through each spoken sentence, each written verb, Dr. King advocated for an equality 

that fulfilled the truest sense of the word. And that meant not only racial equality, but social 
equality, educational equality, political equality, and financial equality—equalities that 
encompass the fundamental elements of our working and living lives. As detailed in his love 
letter to Coretta, in between beautiful lines of romantic poetry, he discusses his views on 
different economic systems, contemplating both the benefits and consequences, and concludes 
that the basic thesis of any strong economic or social system should see “a better distribution of 
wealth and a brotherhood that transcends race or color.” Dr. King was concerned about the 
widespread poverty he witnessed that affected both white and black communities, and made it 
clear that if progress was to be achieved in any realm, we had to work together for all 
communities. 
 

Dr. King traveled far and wide to deliver his message and uplift people everywhere—we 
all know this to be true, as his words still ring loud and clear today. But, subtle literary 
techniques that Dr. King embedded within his works reveal the sheer diligence and care that he 
poured into each statement, hoping that all kinds of audiences could resonate with his words, 
and understand that each and every one of them matters. Shakespearean allusions 
complement the monumental words in his speech “I Have a Dream”, underscoring his efforts to 
not only reach the struggled and oppressed, but also the wealthier, educated classes of the 
audience. Biblical allusions embody the powerful undercurrent of his sermons, propelling people 
to find faith despite challenging circumstances through the religion they believe in. Through his 
movement, Dr. King continuously emphasized the importance of togetherness by striving to 
empower people on all different points and planes on the spectrum. One of my favorite quotes 
that illustrates this point comes from his Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, in which he 
spoke about all the people behind the movement—the black and white allies who dedicated 
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their lives, the many activists who were unseen and unrecognized—and made sure to highlight 
their dignity and their worth. In front of the most elitist figureheads, while accepting one of the 
most prestigious awards in the world, Dr. King chose to use his voice to shed light on the fact 
that this movement was not a singular nor solo one, but a united global act that was to be 
accomplished together.  
 

In everything he did, from the most public speeches to the most private letters, he spoke 
of the power of community. Yes, Dr. King sought a world where girls and boys of different 
colored skins could stand hand-in-hand. But, his vision went well beyond that. He envisioned a 
world that saw a just and fair economic system so that when those little girls and boys grew up, 
they could live in a stable, healthy household and provide food on the dinner table for their 
families every night. A world where people would not once question the validity of their voice as 
they expressed their political right on the ballot box. No matter the subject, no matter the race, 
religion, location, educational background, or social status, Dr. King fought for freedom for all. 
And I think that’s what his dream was. I think that’s what we mean when we talk about standing 
up, together. It’s not just about raising the silenced or the oppressed. It’s about lifting everyone 
up so that each and every individual has the opportunity to fulfill their greatest potentials, and 
pursue a happy, healthy, bright life. 
 
 
 
 


